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SERIOUS THOUGHTS 


UPON THE 
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1. U ANY large volumes have been alread) 

publiſhed on this 1 nportant ſuhject. But 
the very length of them makes them hard to be 
underſtood, or even purchaſed by common 
readers, A ſhort, plain treatiſe on this head, 
is what ſerious men have long deſired, and what 
is here offered to thoſe whom Gop has cndowed 


with love and meekneſs of wildom, 


2. By the Saints I underſtand, Thoſe who are 
holy or righteous, in the judgment of Goo 
himſelf : thoſe who are endued with the faith 
that purifies the heart, that produces a good 
conſcience : thoſe who are grafted into the 
good olive-tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible church: 
thoſe who are branches of the true vine, of 
whom CHRIST fays, I am the Vine, ye are the 
Branches: thoſe who ſo effettually know 
Cu&isT, as by that knowledge to have eſcaped 
the pollutions of the world : thoſe who ſee the 
light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
CarisT, and who have been made partakers of 
the Hory Guosr, of the witneſs and the fruits 
of the Spirit: thoſe who live by faith in the 

A Son 


1 


Son of G0 D: thoſe who are ſinktiſicd by th 
blood of the covenant : thole to whom all, © 


any of theſe characters belong, I mean by th 
term Saints, 
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2. Can any of theſe i« LAWAY, 157 dt,, d 


We mean, not bal rely 1a ng into nun, This, 8 


is granted, they may. But can they fall? ily 
8 ill aun OI thele {9 fall 1 u GoDb, 45 Te peri 
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everlaſiinely ? 
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neither ſcek nor want larther WITNCIZ. 


5, On this authority, I believe, a Saint ma! 
fall away; that one who is holy or righteous, 11 
the judgment of Goo himſelf, may neverthele! 
ſo fall from Gop, as to periſh ec: -erlaſtingly., 


I. Firſt, For t! ws faith tho LoRD, * Hen the 
rt, uteous burns * Away on ITE) right uſnes FRET NN 
committeth antgu: , 77 s treſpaſs that he nat 
treſpajſed, and in ls felt that ne NAG en ned, ( 
them hall he die. 
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That this is to be underſtood of eternal de 


appears from the 26th verie : 


fF . 1 18 E 3 
ien Aa ViYNLCOUS man fur, Tr AWAY from Ut 


riguteonſneſs and commulteth inugrty, a aud dieth 
} ' . | w 
tem (here 18 temporal death!) Fur tis 11 
y , y 1 7 . ; ' 
that he hat done, he hall die: here 1s dat. 
eternal. 
It appears farther from the whole ſcope © 
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the chapter, which 1 is to prove, Ie vous £29 


finneth, it all die. 
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If you ſay, „The ſoul here means the body :” 
I anſwer, that will die whether you fin or no. 


6. Again, thus ſaith the LoRD, + When I ſhall 
ay to the righteous, that he „. wt rs live, if he 
trujt to his own righteouſneſs (yea, or to that 
promiſe as abſolute and unconditional) and com- 
milteth intquity, all his righteouſneſs ſhall not be 


remembered; but for his iniquity that he hath com- 
mitted fhall Ks die. 


Again, I IWhen the righteous turneth from his 
righteouſneſs and commlteth iniquity, he ſhall even 
a: - 70 20 by. 


Therefore, one who is holy and righteous, in 
* _ * { tO * f 
the judgment of Gop himlclt, may yet ſo fall as 
to periſh everlaſtingly, 


conſiſtent with what Gon 

d If has children forſale my 
law: and walk not in m y judoments——1 will t 
their offences with the rod, and their fin with 
ſcourges, Nevertheleſs, my loving ind will 1 
not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my truth to 
Fail. covenant will 1 not break, nor alter the 
thing that 1s gone Out of Wy lips 2 1 have feorn 
once by my kotinef, ;, that I will not fail David. 


But how 1s this 
declared elſewhere. 


* / 


I anſwer, There is no manner of inconſiſtency 
between one declaration and the other. The 
prophet declares the j 3 J1 . of Gop, 
againſt every righteous man who falls from his 
righteouſneſs. The Pl. mil declares || {hz od 
loving kindnefſes which GOD freare unto David in 
kis truth. 1 have found, faith he, David my fer- 
vant, with my holy oil have I anomted him, "My 
hand fall hold him faſt, and n iy 4 rm ſhall ſtrengthen 
Aim His feed alſo will I make to endure for coer, 

3 and 
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and his throne as the days of heaven, Tt ſollows, 

* But if his children forſake My law, and malt ny; 

in ny judgment - Aebs rihelefs my lovin ; kindneſs 

w2/! [{ not utterly take from, him, 1 r Juffer my truth 

fail. My covenant will I not preach,” T1 will » ja 

fail David, His feed ſhall enaure for ever, and lis 
throne az the Ju N before Ne. 

May not every man {ce, That the covenant here 
ſpoken O!, relates wholly to David and his ſeed 
or children? Where then is the Inconliftency 
between the moſt ahlolutc promiſe made to a 
particular lamily and that folemn account whiic 
Gon has here given of lis way of dealing wit 
all mankind ? 


Beſides, the very covenant mentioned in the. 
ds is mot abit. bu 1,itional The 
Words is not ablolute but conditional. He 
condition of repentance, in caſe of ſorſak 
Gor's law; Was Imphed, though not expreſt. 
And o rongly implied, that this condution 
* . ; * is - . * * x * * 9 
failing, NOt being performed, Gop did allo fait 
5 : 5 FT p a 
David. IIe did aller he thing that had gon on: 
of fiis libs, and vet without any impeachment of | 
. 4 4 27 . . . i E. 
his truth. Ile + achurred and ferfook his anomt- 
ed. the foot CO awd N if ther 
n ine Feed OF 2 it, WHO Ie UIrONC, 1! they 
7 o * 
had repented, ſhould have been as the days of 
: - 1 . p J , © ; . 8 1 - 4 * 
heauen, He dick eau ie cob ena. 7 lits fe re 
4 „ y ; F 1 = : * 4 Hs * 
vane, and caſt lig crown 40 [ne ground. So vain— 
ly are theſe words of the {j<lmej? brought to con- 
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tradict the plain, full teſtimony of the prophet, 
\ - * 


8. Nor is there any contradiction between this. 
teſtimony of Gor by £Ezekicl, and thoſe words 
which he ſpake by feremiah + I have led thee 
with an everlaſting ue; therefore with loving 1 
amndnefs have 7 drawn thee, For, do theſe words N 
alleri, That no righteous man ever turns from | 
his righteouſneſs ? No ſuch thing, They do 
not touch the queſtion, but imply declare Cop's 

love 


” Ver: a8; Ge. Tv. 37. &v. 38, 


131 
11 


love to the jewiſh church. To Icc his in the 
cleareſt light, you need only read over the 
e ſentence. + At the fame time, faith the 
LORD. I will le the GOD of all the fumilies of 
ſracl, and they hall be my / N . _ Thu r Jail the 
LORD. the yeabls which were left of the e rd, 
Fund race th the wilderneſs. even "Ifael:: when I 
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unto me, laitn the nPropnet, [peaking in the perlon 
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p 7 
drawn thee. Again, 1 wil! Bu thee. and thou 
Suffer me here-to obſerve once ſor all, a fal- 
lacy which is conſtantly vuied, by ien all 
writers on this point. They perpetually beg 
the queſtion by applying to pai cular perions, 


* * . id . y [ : 7 ! * 1 
allertions or prophecics, Which relate only to 
1 * "av * - 
a ' - . * ily 
the church in general: and tome ot them on 


a-the 3 ch and nation, as diſtinguiſhed 
bo the 12 Clurch IQ nation, asS dlltin gutt 


il you ſay, % But it was particularly revealed 
cy RE. (rat 660 ad loved M27 with 111 cverlalt- 
ing love: I aniwer, ſuppoſe it was, (which 
night bear a diſpute) it proves no more, at the 
Mott, than that you in particuiar ſhall perſevere: 


| * my _ — 1 % } ! 7 19 \ | * * 1 
WELL does 1101 ilk [1 l SIS £4 & \ {44% LU, whe. 
71 3-11 r 
el Others Nall, Or L111 IT | 
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0. Seton dtv. One WitO 18 enducogd With the 
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Faith that purikes the heart. that produces a good 


CC [C1 nee, mav ne erthelets 10 tall trom GoD, 
_ 2 * * 1 
as to perth e erlaſtingly. 
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which 


Ch XXXI Y. « 1, 2, 85 1 * 1 Tim. XX. 20. 
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which ſome having put away, concerning faith have 
made ſhipwreck, 


Obſerve, 1, Theſe men (ſuch as [ymeneus 
and Alexander) had once the faith that purifies 
the heart, that produces a good con{cience, 
which they once had, or they could not have 
put it away, 


Obſerve, 2. They made Ji, heoreck of the 
faith, which nece Tarily imp „les the total and 
final loſs of it. For a veſſel once wrecked can 
never be recovered, It is totally and finally loſt, 


And the apoſtle | himſelf, in his ſecond epiſtle 
to Timothy, mentions one of theſe two as irre- 
e 8 loſt. * Alexander, ſays he, did me 
much evils: The LORD reward lam acccrdin 2 to 
his het 75 


Therefore, one who 15 endued with the faith 
that purihes the heart, that produces a good 
conſcience, may nevertacleſs ſo fall from Gop, 
as to periſh everlaſtingly, 


10. But how can this be reconciled with the 
words of ourLord, Ve that beliebeth ſhall be ſaved?” 


Do you think thele words mean, He that be- 
lieves at this moment. fall certainly and inevi- 


tably be ja ed 2 


If this interpretation be good, then by all 
the rules of ſr.eech., the other part of the ſfen- 
tence mult mean, /e tl;at docs not believe at this 


moment, hall certainly and inevitably be damned, 


Therefore that interpretation c.nnat be good, 
The plain meaning then of the whole ſentence i is, 
He that belieucth, if he continue in faith, 


ſhall 


2 Tim. iv. 14. 


2 


5 


2 
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* 1 
frail ve Sſuved J te. that beheveth not, if he conti- 
nue in unbelief, all be damned, 


11. But does not CunisT ſay-elſewhere, * Ie 
nal believeth hath everlaſting life? And T Ie 
th it believeth on him that fent me, hath everlaſting 
fe, and fhall not come into condemnation, but ts 


s * , F +4 
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T aniwer, 1. The love of Gop 1s everlaſting 
lie It is, in ſubſtance, the life of heaven, 
Now cvery one that believes, loves Gop; and 


— 


* * 


* * N * 9114 bo 
LLC }I C 4. 11 { bela, ing life. 


„ erb one that belicves rs therefore paſſed 


rom «oath, {piritual death, unto life; and 
3 A 7 1/7 7 55 / [2117 P Into condemnation, it he n- 


tureth in the ſaith unto the end: according to 
our Lorn's own word. Hethat endureth to the end, 


Rall be ſaved: 8 7 75 verily I ſay unto you, 1f a 


Tan Ne. Pp my fa 5 35 all ACUET fee death, 


12, Thirdly, Thoſe who are graſted into the 
od ouve-tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible church, 


ay nevertheleſs fo fall hom Gop, as to periſh 
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For thus ſaith the "_ tle. Some of the branches 
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are broken of, and thou art afted in among them, 
A with them parta reft of + the root and fatneſs of 
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We may obſerve here, 1. The perſons ſpoken 
to, were actually grafted into the olive-tree, 


2, This oltve-tree 1s not barely the outward, 
viſible church; but the invilible, conſiſting of 
holy believers, So the text. If the firſt fruit 
be holy, the lump is holy ; and if the root be holy, 
fo are the branches, And, becauſe of unbelief they 
were broken off, and thou fand by faith, 


3. Theſe holy believers were {till liable to be 
cut off from the inviſible church, into which 
they were then grafted : 


4. Here 1s not the leaſt intimation of thoſe 
who were ſo cut off, being ever grafted in again, 


Therefore, thoſe who are graſted into the good 
olive-tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible church, may 
nevertheleſs ſo fall from Gop, as to periſh ever- 


laſtingly. 


13. But how does this agree with the 29th 
verſe, The gifts and calling of GOD are without 
repentance ? 


The preceding verſe ſhews: As touching the 
election (the unconditional election of the Jewiſh 
nation) t/h-y are beloved for the fathers 1 for 
the ſake of their fore-fathers. It follows (in 
proof of this, that they are beloved for the fathers 
Jake, that Gop has {till bleſſings in ſtore for the 
Jewiſh nation) for the gifts and calling of GOD, 
are without repentance : for Gop doth not repent 
of any bleſſings he hath. given them, or any 
A privileges he ha: h called them to. The words 
A here referred to, were originally ſpoken with a 
peculiar regard to theſe national bleſſings. + GOD 
ws not a man, that he ſhould lie, neither the on of 
man, that he ſhould repent. 


14. But 


* Ver, 16. 1 Numb, xxiu. 19. 


#1. "SY" 49.0 
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14. * But do not you hereby make Gon 
changeable ? Whereas + HMith him is no variable- 
neſs, neither ſhadow of turning? By no means, 
Gop is unchangeably holy. Therefore he al- 
ways loveth righteouſneſs and hateth iniquity. He 
is unchangeably good. Therefore he pardoneth 
all that repent and believe the goſpet, And he is 
unchangeably juſt ; therefore he rewardeth every 
man according to his works, But all this hinders 
not his reſiſting, when they are proud, thoſe to 
whom he gave grace when they were humble, 
Nay, his unchangeableneſs itſelf requires, that 
11 they grow high minded, Gop ſhould cut them 
off : that therg ſhould be a proportionable 


change, in all the divine diſpenſations toward 
them. 


13. But how then is Gop faithful ? I an- 
ſwer, in fulfilling every promiſe which he hath 
made, to all to whom it is made, all. who fulfil 
the condition of that promiſe. More particu- 
arly, 1ſt, TGOD 15 faunful in that ke will not 

7 22 you to be tempted above that you are able to 
he ar. ad, | The LORD is faithful, to eſtabliſh and 
eep you from evil (if you put your truſt in him) 
or all the evil which you might otherwiſe 
ſuffer, thro* unreaſonable and wicked men. 3. 
Quench not the Spirit ; hold faſt that which ts . 
ahtain from all appearance of eval and your 
wW hole pi rit, foul and body ſhall be preſerped blame- 
leſs, unto the coming of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who alſo will do it. 
4. Be not diſobedient unto the heavenly calling, 
and * GOD ts faithful by whom ye were called, to 
confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameleſs, 
in the day of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. Yet, 
notwithſtanding all this, unleſs you fulfil the 
condition, you cannot attain the promiſe. 
4 Nay 
* james i. 17. 1 1 Cor. x. 13. f 2 Theſſ. iii. 2, 3. 
1 Thef; v. 19, &c. © 1 Cor: i. 8, 9. 
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| & Nay, but are not all the promiſes yea an 
| ame) ? They are. The „ are frm us the 
| | ee of | heaven. Perſorm the condition: av 
| the promile is ſure, Believe, and thou ſhalt be 
; ſaved. 
| gut many prom: ſes are abſolute and un. 
| 65 conditional,” In many, the condition is nat 
1 expreſt. But this does nol pro o, there is none 
5 implied. No promiſes can be expreit, in a more 
ablolute form, than OO above cited from t! 
| 8ath plalm. re yet we have ſeen, a a 
| tion was imp] ted even t! ere, tho' nonc w. 
| expreſt, 
| 16, © Put there is no condition cith bf expreſt 
| & Or implied, in thoſe words of Se Pa * M 7 a 1 
8 perſua fed that neither death, nor lf , nor heilig. 4 
&- nor d gl, nor any creature. Hall be able to Jeha- 
* rate us from the love of C O D., which i in 
* CHRIST FESUS our LORD.“ 
Suppoſe there is not {which will bear a dis 
pute) yet what will this prove? Juſt thus mich, 
that the apoſtle was at that NG fully perſuad- 
ed of his own. p e nd I doubt not. 
but many behevers at tliis "I hve the very a 


gs x Safe 
: lame perſuaſion. termed in SC ripture. the ul 
13 x "Sax ; : 

21lurance of KDE But this docs not prove 
' 2 1 11 ' X 
Lat every believer ſhall perte verre: anv more 
tnan that everv belic Er Is thus fully perluaded 
Of his perſeverance. 


IV. 17. Fourthly, Thoſe who are branches 
of the true vine. of whom CR Is favs, I ain 
the: Vine, ye are the branches, may neverthe! e 
ſo fall from Cop, as to pcriſh CV erlaſtins Hy, 


* Rom. vui. 38, 39. 


E. 


For thus faith our bleſſed Lord himſelf, J 
am the true vine, and my father ts the huſband- 
an. 


Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he 
taketh it away, 


Jam the vine, ye are the branches. If a man 
abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a branch and is 
withered, and men gather them and caſt them into 
he fire, and they are burned. 


Here we may obſerve, 1. The perſons ſpoken 
of, were in CHRIST, branches of the true vine: 


2. Some of theſe branches abide nit in Curisr, 
but the Father taketh them away ; 


g. The branches which abide not are caſt forth, 
caſt out from Curtst and his church: 


4. They are not only cat forth but withered ; 
conicquently never grafted in again, Nay, 


5. They are not only caft fort and withered, 
Dat alio caſt into the fire, And 


6. They are burned, It is not poſlible for 
words more itrongly to declare, that even thoſe 
who are no branches in the true vine, may vet 
0 tail, as to periſh everlaſtingly. 

18, By this clear, indiſputable declaration of 
cur Lozp, we may interpret thoſe which might 
be otherwiſe liable to dilpute : wherein it is cer- 
twin, what ever he meant beſide, he did not 
mean to contradict himſelf, For example, * This 
+: the father's will, that of ali which he hath given 
ne I ſhould loſe nothing. Moſt ſure; all that GOD 
Hat given ham, or (as it is expreſt in the next 
verle) every one which betteveth on him, namely, 


B to 


by Cer. 1 f. 9, 
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to the end, he wil! raife up at tlie laſt day, to reign 
with him for ever. 


Again, *I am the living Bread , any man 
eat of this bread (by faith) he fhall live for ever. 
True; if he continue to cat thereof, And who 
can doubt of it? 


Again, t My ſteep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and "thi * fo [low MC. peg 1 vir e fy to them 

eternal life ; and Rey tall never periſh, neither 
hall any pluck them out of my Fae 


In the preceding text, the condition is only 
implied. In this it is plainly expreit. They 
are my fheep, that hear my voice, that follow me in 
all holineſs. At nt, if JC do thefe things, 3 
hall never fall, None ſhall pluck ye out of my 


hands. 


Again, F Having loved his own which were in 
tne world, he loved them unto the end. Having 
loved hits own, namely the apoitles, {as the very 
next words, w/c were in- the world, evidently 
ew) he loved them unto the end of his life, and 
manifeſted that love to the lait, 


* — „ , 

19, Once more, || Hu Father, keep through 

thine own name thefe whom thou haft given me, that 
they may be-one, as we are one. 


Great ſtreſs has been laid upon this text: and 
it has been hence inſerred, 1 "all thojfe whom 
the father had given him (a phraſe lrequently 
occurring in this chapter) al infallibly peric- 
vere to the end, 


And yet in the very next verſe, our Lok 
himſeif declares, that one of thoſe whom he 


father 


* Ver. 51. T 6, X. V. 27 28, 29. 
+ John xi. 1. || Chap. 17. v. 11. 


* | hes 
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father had given him, di not perſevere unto the 
end, but periſhed everlaitingly, 


25 e Ty , | 
His own words are. d Trhofe tut thou gaveſt 
1 J 4 55 8 oo 1 7 
me, I have rept, and none of them is loft, but the 
\ . D 5 # 4 ; 
fon of Ferdi 40 N. 
So one even of theſe was Fnalln loſt! a de- 
1 F 27 . , 
monſtration that the phrate, 1%ofe whom thou haſt 
given me, ligniſies here 5 rot in mott other 


5 laces too) the twelve a poſtles and them only. 


20. In this occa hon, I cannot bit obferve 


another common initance of begsing the (| 1C!tt- 
on, of taking for granted, w hat ought to be 
proved : it is ulually laid down, as an indil- 
putable truth, that whatever our Lob peaks 
to or of his apoſtles, is to be applied to all be- 
lievers. But this cannot be all owed by any who 
impartially ſearch the ſcriptures. They cannot 
allow, without clcar and particular proof, that 
any one of thoſe texts, which ec PR primarily 
to the apoſtles (as all men grant) belong to any 


but them, 


V. 21. Fifthly, Thoſe who ſo effeQually 
know CarisT, as by that knowledge to have 
eſcaped the poll tions of the world, may yet 
{all back into thole pollutions, and periſh ever— 
laſtingly, 


For thus ſaith the apoſtle Peter,“ F after they 
have nag d the pollution of the word, thro' the 
k nt 07W! ge of ene Lord IN 4 Savi LOur 7 2 S U 5 
CH R 1 § 1. (the only poſſible way of eſcaping 
them) they are again entangled therein and over- 
come, "the latter end ts worſe w? th them than the 
beginning. 


For it had been better for them, not to have known 
B 2 the 
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the way of righteouſneſs, than after they have hν]¹ 


it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 
th em. 


That the knowledge of the way of righteoufricfs, 
which they had attained, WAS an in ard, expo- 
rimental know Eat is evident from that othe) 
expretion, They had eſcaped the pollutions of the 
world an A A parallel to that in the Pre- 
ceding chapter, tf Having efcaped the corruption 
which 15 in the world. And in both chapters, this 
effect is aſcribed to the ſame cauſe : termed ir 
the firſt, The knowledge of him who hath called us 
to glory and virtue; in the ſecond, more expli 
citly, The Knowledge 77 the Lord and Saviour, 


ZFESUS CHRIST: 


And yet they loſt that experimental know- 
| ledge of CarisT and the way of righteouſneſs : 
ff they fell back into the ſame pollutions they had 
eſcaped; and were again entangled therein and 
1 overcome. They turned from the holy command- 
ment delivered to them, ſo that their latter end was 


worſe than their beginning. 
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Therefore, thoſe who ſo effectually know 
Cuklisr, as by that knowledge to have eſcaped 
the pollutions of the world, may yet fall back 
into thoſe pollutions and periſh everlaſtingly. 


22, And this is E conſiſtent with St, 
Peter's words, in the firſt chapter of his former 
epiſtle: h are kept by the power of GOD thro 
faith unto ſalvation. Undoubtedly ſo are all they 
who ever attain eternal ſalvation, It is the power 
of God only, and not our own, by which we arc 
kept one day or one hour, 


VI. 23. Sixthly, Thoſe who ſee the light of 
the glory of Gop in the face of Jzsvus Carrst, 
'F and who have been made partakers of the Ho- 
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Ly Gnosr, of the witneſs and the ſruits of the 
ſpirit; may neverthelcls lo fall from Goo, as to 
perith everlaſtingly. 


For thus ſaith the inſpired writer to the He— 
brews, * It is impoſſible for thoſe who were once en- 
2 Ne d, and have tajted of the heavenly 9, 
aud were made partakers of the Holy Gh oft—If the y 
fall away, to renew * again to repentance ; ; fees 
eng they crucify to themſelves the ſon of GOD afrejh, 
and | ut him to an open e 


Mu? not every unpreudiced perſon ſee, the 
exprethons here uſed ate ſo ſtrong and cle ar, 
that they cannot without groſs and pa 2 
wreiting, be underſtood of any but true believer 


ney were once enl:shtened an expreſſion fa- 
miltar with the apoſtle, and never by him ap- 
price to any but behevers. So, The GOD of our 
Lord a 7E&L 5 25 H. 151 » Flt e UNto You the * 25 't of 
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ing greatneſs of his glory, to usward that believe, 
So again, 7 GOD * vno commanded the light lo fine 
out of da Auch, hath Fas ea into our hearts. ty ive 
the 2 1. of the 3 e of the g ry of GOD in 
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Not, le /t [ /: E 4 r/it of , e georid¹ goſpel of C:IRIST,; 
1. culd ſine unto them. 


They had taſted of the heaven!y gift (emphatical- 
Iy ſo called) and were wad ' partaters of the Hory 
GHOST. 80 St. Peter likewiſe couples them to- 
gether: I Be baßtized for the remifuon of ſins, and 
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all receive the gift of the Hory Gnosr: 
* the love of Gop was ſhed abroad in 
their hearts, with all the other fruits of the ſpi- 
rit. Yea, it is remarkable that our Log p him- 
ſelf, in his grand commiſſion to St. Paul (to which 
the apoſtle probably alludes in theſe words) 
comprizes all theſe three particulars, * 7 ſend 
thre to ohen their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
nes to light, and from the power of Satan unto GOD, 
(here contraſted into that one expreſſion, They 
were inlightened ) that they may receive forguveneſs 
of fins (! he heave 1y gift} and an inheritance among 
them which are fanfified ; which are made parta- 


hors of the HOLY GHOST, of all the ſanctifying 
influences of the Spirit. 


he expreſſion, They taſted of the heavenly gift, 
is taken from the pſalmiſt, + Taſte and fee that 
the LORD is good, As if he had ſaid, be ye 
as aſſured of his love, as of any thing you ſce 
with your eves. And let the aſſurance thereof 
he ſweet to your ſoul, as honey is to your tongue, 


And yet thoſe who had been thus in/ightened, 
had 7aſted this gift, and been thus partakers of 
the HOLY GHOST, to fell away, that it was i- 


poffubie to renew them again to re pentance. 


„% But the apoſtle only makes a ſuppoſition, 
It they ſhall fall away.” 

L anſwer, The apoſtle makes no ſuppoſition 
at all, There 1s no f in the original. The 
words are, "A#valov 186 ama gal. Sti Id 
e e That is, in plain Engliſh, 


It is impoſſible to renew again unto repen- 
tance, thoſe who were once inlightened and have 


fallen away ; therefore they muſt periſh ever» 
laſtingly. 
24, „ But 


* ch. xxvi. v. 18. + Pſalm xxx iv. 9. 


LEW 


24. © But if ſo, then farewel all my come 
fort.” 


Then your comfort depends on a poor foun- 
dation, My comfort ſtands not on any opini- 
on, either that a believer can, or cannot fall 
away, not on the remembrance of any thing 
wrought in me yeſterday ; but on what is to-day - 
on my preſent knowledge of Gop in Cnrisr, 
reconciling me to himſelf, On my now behold- 
ing the light of the glory of Gop, in the face 
of Jesus CuRisT; walking in the light, as he 
is in the light, and having fellowſhip with the 
father and with the ſon, My comfort is, that 
thro' grace I now believe in the Loxp Jesus 
CunrisT; and that his ſpirit doth bear witneſs 
with my ſpirit, that I am a child of Gon, I 
take comfort in this and this only, that I ſee 
asus at the right hand of Gop; that I perſon- 
ally, for myſelf, and not for another, have an 
hope full of immortality ; that I feel the love of 
Goo ſhed abroad in my heart, being cruci- 
ed to the world, and the world crucified to 
me, My rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of my 
conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſince- 
rity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 
of Cop, I have my converſation in the world, 


Go and find, if you can, a more ſolid joy, a 
more bliſsful comfort, on this ſide heaven, 
But this comfort 1s not ſhaken, be that opinion 
true or falle ; whether the ſaints in general can 
or cannot fall. 


If you take up with any comfort ſhort of this, 
you lean on the ſtaff of a broken reed, which 
not only will not bear your weight, but will 
enter into your hand and pierce you, 


VII. 25. Seventhly, Thoſe who live by faith, 
may yet fall from Goo and periſh cverlaſtingly. 
| 98 
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For thus ſaith the ſame inſpired writer, * The 
Juft Mall live by faith: but if any man araw bath, 
my ſoul all hau e no pleaſure in him. The juſt, 
the juſtified perſon, mall lite by faith, even now 
ſhall he live the life which is hid with Ci in 
Go: and if he endure unto the end, he ſhall 
live with Gop ſor ever. But if any man draw 
back, faith the Lorp, my ſoul ſi all have no plea- 


ſure in him that is, I will utterly caſt him off; 


and accordingly the drawing back here ſpéken of, 
is termed in the verſe immediately following, 
drawing back to perdition. 


But the perſon ſuppoſed to draw back is not 
the ſame with him that is laid to live by faith.“ 


I anſwer 1. Who is it then? Can any man 
draw back from faith who never came to it? But 


2, Had the text been fairly tranflated, there 
had been no pretence for tl his TER; For the 


original runs thus: 'O Jixaig is mh Hola 
PET £41 rogge ala —It : Wee the ju, 52 „Men that 


lives by faith (ſo the expreſſion necellart] V im- 
plies, there being no other nominatioe to the verb) 
draws back, my * foul jhall have no pleaſure m 
him. 


„ But the apoſtle adds, Ne are not of them who 
draw back unto perdition,” And what will YOu 
in ſer from thence ? This is ſo far from contra- 
dicting what has been obſerved before, that it 
manifeſtly confirms it. It is a farther proof, 
that there are thole who draw ba k unto he rdlilꝛon, 
altho* the apoſtle was not of that number. 
Therefore thoſe who live by faith, may yet fall 
from Gop and periſh ever laſtingly ; 


/ 


26. But does not Gop ſay to every one that 
hves 


* Heb. X. 28, 


* 
lives by faith, 7 will never leave thee nor forſake 
tnee ? 


The whole ſentence runs thus. * Let your con- 
ver ſation be without covetouſneſs, and be content with 


fuch things as ye have; for he hath faid, I will 


never leave thee nor forſake thee, True ; provid- 
ed your converſation be wi out covetouſneſs, and ye 
62 content with ſuch EAST as ye have, Then you 
may holdly fay, The Lord is my helper, and 1 will 


ot fear what man hall 4 unto me. 


Do you not ſee, 1. That this promiſe, as here 
recited, relates wholly to temporal things? 2, 
1 hat even thus taken, it is not ablolute but con- 
ditional, and g. That the condition is expreſly 
mentioned in the very ſame ſentence ? 


VIII. 27. Eightly, Thoſe who are ſanctified by 
the blood of the covenant, may ſo fall from Gos 
as to periſh everlaſtingly. 


For thus again ſaith the apoſtle, +F If we fn 
wilfully, after we have received the knowl:dge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for | fin, but 
a certain fea» ful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation which ſhall devour the adverſ ures. He 
that dejp, fed Moſes law died without mercy under 
tro or three witneſſes, Of how much ſoener puniſh= 
ment all he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
its er foo! the fon of GOD, and hath counted the 

blyad of the covenant, a herewith he was ſanct ted, 
an unholy thing, 


* 

It is undeniably plain, 1. That the perſon 
mentioned here, was once ſanctified by the blood 
of the covenant, 2, That he afterwards by 
known, wilful fin, trod under foot the ſon of 
God: and 3: That he hereby incurred a ſorer 
puniſhment than death, namely, death ever- 


laiting. Theres 


* 


ch. xiii. 5. 1 ch. x. 46. 
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Therefore, thoſe who are ſanctiſied by the 
blood of the covenant, may yet ſo fall as to reriſh 
everlaſtingly. 


„% 28. What! Can the blood of Crzisr 


burn in hell? Or can the purchaſe of the blood 
of CrurisrT go thither?“ 


I anſwer 1. The blood of Cunrir cannot 
burn in hell, no more than it can be {p11t on the 
earth, The heavens muſt contain both his fleſh 
and blood, until the reſtitution of all things, 


But 


2, If the oracles of God are true, one who 
was purchaled by the blood of Curisr may go 
thither, For he that was ſanctified by the blood 
of Cuntsr, was purchaſed by the blood of 
CurisT, But one who was fanctified by the 
blood of CuRISFT, may nevertheleſs go to hell 
may fall under that hery indignation, which ſhall 
for ever devour the adverſarics, 


29, © Can a child of Gop then go to hell? 
Or can a man be a child of Gov to day, and a 
child of the devil to morrow ? If Goo is our 
father once, is he not our father always ?” I 
anſwer, 


1. A child of Gon, that is, a true believer 
(for he that belicveth is born of Gop) while he 
continues a true believer, cannot go to hell, But 
2, If a believer makes ſhipwreck of the faith, he 
is no longer a child of Gov. And then he may 
go to hell, yea and certainly will, if he con- 
tinue in unbelicf, 3. If a believer may make 
ſhipwreck of the faith, then a man that believes 
now, may be an unbeliever ſome time hence; 
yea very poſſibly, to-morrow : but if ſo, he who 
is a child of Gop to day, may be a child of the 
devil to-morrow, For 4. God is the father of 

them 
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them that believe, ſo long as they believe. But 
the devil is the father of "them that beheve nat, 
whether they did once believe or no, 


30. The ſum of all is this. If the ſcriptures 
arc true, thoſe who are holy or righteous in the 
judgment of Gov himſelf : thoſe who are indued 
with the faith that purihes the heart, that pro- 
duces a good conſcience: thoſe who are grafted 
into the good olive tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible 
church: thoſe who are branches of the true vine, 
of whom One lays, I am the vine, ye are tle 
branches: 5 who ſo eſfl ectually know 
C:tR1sT, as "rp hat knowledge to have eſcaped 
the po \llutions of the world: thoſe who lee the 
light of the glory of Gop, in the face of Jesvs 
Cunts r, and who have been made p. artakers of 
the Hory Gnosrt, of the witneſs and of the 
fruits of the ſpirit : thoſe who hve by faith in the 
ſon of Gov: thoſe who are ſanctified by the 
blood of the covenant ; may neverthel-{s ſo fall 
from God, as to periſh everlaſtingly, 


Therefore, let him that ſtandeth, take heed 
leaſt he fall, 
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